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PRESENTMENT  BY  THE  GRAND  JURY. 

bounty  Court, 

Westchester  County, 

October,  1913,  Term. 

fo  the  Honorable  William  P.  Platt, 

County  Judge  of  Westchester  County: 

The  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Westchester  impaneled 
or  the  term  of  the  County  Court  above  mentioned,  herewith 
espectfully  report  to  the  Court  as  follows: 

All  the  conclusions  of  fact  hereinafter  set  forth  are  predicated 
ipon  testimony  adduced  before  the  Grand  Jury  by  various  wit- 
lesses. 

There  has  been  presented  to  the  Grand  Jury  certain  figures 
purporting  to  represent  the  increasing  amounts  paid  from  year 
0  year  from  County  Funds  for  the  use  of  automobiles. 

The  figures  as  presented  to  us  are  as  follows : 

1907- 8  . $  429.25 

1908- 9  .  2,672.12 

1909- 10 .  3,212.41 

1910- 11 .  4,330.55 

1911- 12 .  9,883.66 

This  last  item  covers  but  seven  months  of  the  fiscal  year, 
nd  is  for  automobile  hire  only. 

In  view  of  the  startling  increase  in  this  one  item  of  expense 
f  the  county,  together  with  the  general  increase  in  all  lines  of 
xpenses  for  the  maintenance  of  the  county,  it  seemed  wise  to 
lis  Grand  Jury  to  further  investigate  these  bills  for  automobile 
ire. 

We  find  the  following  conditions  to  prevail:  First, — That 

ntil  recently  there  has  been  no  regular  charge  per  hour  for  the 

•  •  — 

iring  of  an  automobile.  The  prices  paid  ranging  from  $3  to  $5 
)r  the  same  class  of  automobile.  Second, — That  until  very 
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lately  there  has  been  absolutely  no  check  upon  the  hiring  of  an 
automobile.  Any  officer  of  the  county,  Coroner  or  Supervisor 
seeming  to  be  able  to  obtain  an  automobile  without  the  sanction 
or  authority  of  any  one  but  themselves. 

Third, “That  the  use  of  these  automobiles  has  been  for  long 
hours  in  which  case  the  rate  has  always  been  per  hour  instead  of 
per  day. 

Fourth, — That  the  hiring  of  automobiles  during  the  year 
1913,  has  proceeded  along  the  same  reckless  lines  as  those  of  the 
seven  months  of  1912. 

From  the  testimony  given  to  us  as  to  the  reasons  for  the  use 
of  automobiles  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  we  are  convincec 
that  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to  curtar 
these  expenses,  and  we  recommend  that  the  Board  carry  out  thi‘ 
policy  and  inaugurate  a  system  based  upon  common  busines! 
principles,  in  which  case  we  feel  certain  that  this  item  will  b( 
very  largely  reduced. 

The  matter  of  automobile  hire  for  Coroners  has  been  care 
fully  and  thoroughly  investigated  and  in  this  case  we  find  tha| 
the  law  prescribes  that  where  the  Coroner  presents  a  bill  dul; 
sworn  to,  claiming  that  in  pursuance  of  his  duties  he  has  paid  ou 
certain  sums;  that  under  these  conditions  the  Board  of  Super 
visors  cannot  question  the  items  other  than  to  satisfy  themselve 
that  the  rates  charged  are  reasonable. 

We  have  had  before  us  the  coroners  of  our  county  and  thei 
testimony  has  shown  that  acting  upon  custom  and  undue  cor 
sideration  for  their  own  comfort  and  convenience,  coupled  wit 
an  indifference  in  the  matter  of  expense,  has  led  to  an  abuse  i 
the  use  of  automobiles  that  should  be  stopped  either  by  law  c 
by  pressure  of  public  opinion.  The  testimony  that  we  hav 
received  has  convinced  us  that  no  class  of  public  officials  coui 
be  more  indifferent  to  the  rights  of  the  taxpayers  than  the.* 
officials  have  been. 

The  Grand  Jury  also  had  presented  to  it  certain  figures  pit 
porting  to  give  amounts  paid  for  printing  bills  during  the  ye; 
1911  and  1912,  and  the  over-payments  that  were  made  for  sam 

The  figures  for  the  year  1911-1912  were  disregarded  in  ther 
selves  and  the  bills  as  audited  and  paid  by  the  County  of  Wes 
Chester  for  the  calendar  year  1913,  have  been  examined  by  t^ 
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Grand  Jury  with  great  care  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  if  it  was  a 
fact  that  excessive  prices  were  being  paid  for  the  work  done  for 
the  county. 

In  this  connection  we  have  examined  eighteen  items  cover¬ 
ing  work  done  for  the  county  in  the  past  few  months,  and  these 
eighteen  items  are  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  total  work 
done. 

We  find  that  in  these  eighteen  items  the  total  amount 
charged  was  $3,857.25,  and  by  the  mouth  of  an  expert  in  printing 
and  binding,  we  are  informed  that  a  fair  cost  for  these  eighteen 
items  would  have  been  $l,459./0.  Thus  in  these  few  items  thert 
has  been  an  apparent  overcharge  to  the  county  of  $2,397.55. 

This  Grand  Jury  believes  this  condition  extends  through  all 
the  printing  bills  of  the  county,  and  that  this  condition  as  shown 
by  this  examination  of  a  few  items,  is  so  extraordinary  that  it 
ihould  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Court  and  the  people  of 
:his  county,  so  that  they  may  know  the  extent  to  which  thev 
ire  being  overcharged  for  printing  work,  and  the  lack  of  super- 
'/ision  with  which  the  funds  of  the  county  are  disbursed. 

,  It  has  also  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  Grand  Jury 
,hat  the  Board  of  Supervisors  have  a  resolution  on  their  books 
|hat  all  supplies  for  the  county  must  be  bought  within  the  county, 
rhe  spirit  that  prompted  this  resolution  was  undoubtedly  com- 
nendable,  but  if  results  as  shown  above  are  the  outcome  of  the 
esolution  it  should  be  either  rescinded  at  once  or  in  future  all 
jontracts  for  supplies  should  be  let  by  public  competition.  The 
orm  of  books  and  stationery  used  by  the  county  are  now  easily 
scertained  and  any  competent  business  firm  can  bid  easily 
pon  the  supplies  as  wanted. 

It  was  further  shown  to  this  Grand  Jury  that  a  large  part  of 
he  work  now  furnished  the  county  is  done  in  New  York  City, 
nd  the  county  pays  two  prices  for  it  under  the  above  resolution. 

The  Grand  Jury  presents  this  report  in  the  hope  that  it  will 
esult  in  the  correction  of  the  abuses  which  are  so  plainly  estab- 
shed  by  the  testimony  taken  before  this  jury. 

The  jury  herewith  records  its  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
'ad  help  given  us  by  the  District  Attorney,  and  for  the  thorough- 
ess  with  which  he  has  presented  the  evidence  to  us.  Earlv  in 
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our  investigation  it  became  evident  that  no  indictment  could  be 
found,  but  the  conditions  established  were  proved  conclusively 
to  be  worthy  of  condemnation  and  called  for  prompt  correction 

A.  B.  BUCHANAN,  Foreman. 
JOHN  L.  MITCHELL,  Clerk. 
Dated,  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  January  30th,  1914. 
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THE  ANSWER  OF  A  PRINTER  WHO  DEEMS  HIS 

COMPANY  ATTACKED. 


(Editorial  from  Yonkers  Daily  News,  Jan.  31,  1914) 

The  October  grand  jury,  which  adjourned  yesterday,  made 
a  presentment  to  the  county  court  which  criticised  the  prices 
paid  by  the  county  of  Westchester  for  printing. 

I  have  been  informed  that  only  the  bills  of  the  Gazette  Press 
were  brought  before  the  grand  jury. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Westchester  County  Research  Bu¬ 
reau  agents  supplied  the  information  and  furnished  the  so-called 
experts  who  decided  on  printing. 

The  grand  jury  did  not  request  anyone  connected  with  the 
Gazette  Press  to  supply  information,  and  yet  in  no  other  way 
eould  they  have  gotten  proper  information  concerning  the  bills 
examined. 

There  was  no  reason  why  the  grand  jury  should  not  have 
palled  upon  the  Gazette  Press.  There  was  no  criminal  charge, 
ind  they  were  supposed  to  be  seeking  correct  information. 

At  all  times  I  stood  ready  to  give  them  such  information. 

It  may  be  that  the  Research  Bureau  agents  preferred  to  pro- 
luce  those  who  would  condemn  rather  than  place  before  the 
jrand  jury  evidence  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the  bills  exam- 
ned. 

There  has  been  no  charge  made  that  any  goods  charged 
or  were  not  delivered. 

The  whole  question  rested  upon  the  value  of  the  materials 
urnished. 

We  know  there  were  capable  business  men  on  the  jury  who 
vould  resent  having  their  business  methods  condemned  without 
L  hearing. 

I  submitted,  at  the  request  of  the  district  attoney,  informa- 
ion  on  several  items  which  would  leave  no  doubts  in  the  mind 
)f  any  fair  man  that  the  prices  charged  were  reasonable. 

Why  then  were  other  items  considered  by  those  who  could 
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not  possibly  know  the  facts  surrounding’  the  orders,  could  not 
know  whether  they  were  rush  work  or  regular,  or  could  know 
very  little  about  the  matter? 

I  consider  the  examination  on  that  ground  absolutely  unfair. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  of  those  who  passed  upon  the 
values  is  connected  with  a  company  which  has  its  factory  in  a 
small  town  in  another  state,  where  the  wages  paid  are  lower  and 
where  conditions  are  entirely  different. 

Do  you  think  that  a  representative  of  such  a  firm  is  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  declare  whether  prices  paid  in  Westchester  are  high  oi 
low? 

The  Gazette  Press  is  not  a  sweatshop  printing  office.  Then 
are  many  sweatshop  printing  offices  in  New  York  City. 

The  Gazette  Press  pays  the  highest  wages  to  skilled  labor 
printers  and  bookbinders,  even  down  to  the  girls  in  the  bindery 
that  is  paid  anywhere  in  this  state,  not  excepting  the  great  ciP 
of  New  York. 

There  are  shops  where  wages  are  40  per  cent,  lower  than  tff 
wages  paid  in  the  Gazette  Press  office. 

Our  bookbinders  receive  top  wages  because  they  are  tfi 
best  men  in  their  line. 

Printers  on  our  floor  are  paid  the  full  scale  and  a  little  more 
and  our  shop  is  an  eight-hour  office,  where  labor  conditions  ar.l 
the  very  best. 

The  Gazette  Press  produces  the  finest  printing  possible. 

There  is  no  monopoly  in  good  printing.  It  requires  can 
mechanical  skill,  first-class  materials  and  a  determination  to  tur 
out  only  the  best. 

If  a  mistake  is  discovered  in  any  job  in  this  office  that  jo 
never  gets  outside  of  the  office,  but  is  destroyed  and  reprinte( 
No  excuses  are  offered. 

Sixteen  years  ago  there  was  not  a  blank-book  used  in  th 
county  court  building  manufactured  within  the  limits  of  Wes 
Chester  county. 

The  books  that  were  turned  out  from  this  shop  fifteen  yeai 
«5go  are  still  standing  up,  not  worn  out  or  disfigured,  but  in  goc 
shape  to-day,  because  the  very  best  materials  possible  were  use 
in  the  making. 

I  have  seen  a  set  of  books  costing  sixteen  hundred  dollar 
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for  which  my  firm  bid  three  thousand,  repaired  after  being  used 
only  SIX  months,  rebound  within  a  year  after  that  and  finally  had 
to  be  re-copied  into  new  books,  because  of  the  rotten  materials 
used  originally,  and  the  final  expense  to  the  county  was  more 
than  double  the  higher  bid  that  I  gave  for  first-class  work. 

There  is  no  economy  in  cheap  books  of  record,  no  matter 
what  the  Research  Bureau  ag^ents  may  say. 

A  ten-year  guarantee  goes  with  every  record  book  made  by 

my  office,  and  I  have  never  yet  been  called  upon  to  replace  a 
worn-out  book. 

No  competing  firm  in  the  city  of  New  York  will  offer  any 
such  guarantee  and  put  up  a  bond  to  back  it  up. 

As  I  said  before,  the  Gazette  Press  is  no  sweat-shop. 

'  ^  By  delivering  good  work  promptly  we  have  been  enabled  to 

build  up  a  business  which  pays  out  forty  thousand  dollars  a  year 
in  wages. 

The  Westchester  Research  Bureau,  whose  agents  appeared 
before  the  grand  jury  and  made  the  attack  upon  the  printing 
office,  appear  to  be  a  secret  organization. 

Their  letter-heads,  which  we  have  seen,  contain  no  names. 

Their  agent  or  agents  wander  through  the  court-house, 
finding  fault,  trying  to  find  some  reason  to  prove  to  their  em¬ 
ployers,  whoever  they  are,  that  they  ought  to  continue  to  pay 
them. 

We  are  informed  that  V.  Everit  Macy  puts  up  the  bulk  of 
the  money. 

Agents  of  the  Research  Bureau  traveled  with  IVIr.  M!acy  dur¬ 
ing  his  campaign  for  office. 

Speeches  from  platforms  denouncing  the  extravagance  in 
the  county  house  and  in  the  handling  of  the  poor  were  made  by 
jV.  Everit  Macy  and  Research  Bureau  agents.  He  is  now  in 
pffice.  He  will  have  a  chance  to  show  how  much  he  can  econo¬ 
mize  over  his  predecessor.  Watch  and  see  how  much  he  saves 
pf  the  taxpayers’  money  that  he  said  was  squandered. 

I  honestly  believe  that  there  is  more  politics  back  of  the  con¬ 
tinual  attacks  made  upon  our  business  than  anything  else.  For 
years  they  have  dogged  the  Gazette  Press  and  harped  upon  the 
charges  made  by  that  office.  Other  printers  have  charged  equal 
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prices  or  higher.  Nothing  has  been  said  about  that  by  the  Re¬ 
searchers. 

I  have,  on  occasions,  opposed  those  who  are  said  to  be  the 
backers  of  the  Research  Bureau  office. 

Last  year,  several  candidates,  who  were  said  to  have  the  back¬ 
ing  of  the  same  interests  that  support  the  Research  crowd,  ran 
for  supervisor  and  were  badly  defeated. 

I  believe  that  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  effort  made  be¬ 
fore  the  grand  jury  to  condemn  not  only  the  Gazette  Press,  but 
indirectly,  the  board  of  supervisors  and  its  committees,  who  au¬ 
dited  the  bills. 

The  Research  Bureau  agents  have  appeared  before  the  su¬ 
pervisors  and  made  arguments  and  had  their  arguments  refuted 
and  their  statement  disapproved ;  now  they  go  before  the  grand 
jury  and  produce  their  own  evidence  in  their  own  way  and  get  a 
verdict  without  the  other  side  being  heard. 

Fine  business  that!  i 

Now,  as  to  the  auditing  of  printing  bills  by  the  board  of  su¬ 
pervisors,  the  committee  to  whom  these  bills  are  referred  have 
invariably  insisted  upon,  first,  the  regular  affidavit,  which  goes 
with  all  bills,  then  a  signature  of  the  head  of  a  department  that  j 
the  work  was  ordered  and  has  been  delivered,  and,  third,  a  ■ 
sample  of  the  work.  Where  a  sample  could  not  be  furnished  the 
committee  has  personally  examined  the  books. 

The  committee  have  been  much  more  fair  in  their  audit  than 
the  Research  Bureau,  or,  in  this  case,  the  grand  jury,  which  prac-  | 
tically  found  a  verdict  without  giving  the  other  side  a  chance  to 
be  heard. 

The  very  man  who  appears  before  the  grand  jury  for  the  Re¬ 
search  Bureau  is  not  a  resident  of  Westchester  county. 

Time  and  again  agents  of  New  York  firms  have  visited  White 
Plains  officials  and  said  that  they  were  sent  by  agents  of  the 
Research  Bureau  to  get  work. 

Manufacturers  with  whom  I  have  dealt  have  been  inter-  • 
viewed  and  prices  sought  of  goods  we  have  delivered. 

Why  this  unrelenting  pursuit  of  one  concern  if  there  was  . 
nothing  sinister  or  political  about  it? 

I  wish  to  say,  here  and  now,  that  we  are  making  no  presents  C 
to  the  county  of  Westchester. 
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I  am  delivering  the  best  work  possible  for  a  firstclass  price. 
I  am  running  a  union  shop,  the  cleanest  printing  office  in  the 
United  States,  under  the  best  conditions  that  we  know  how  to 
produce,  with  an  eight-hour  day,  and  every  labor  law  obeyed  in 
spirit  and  to  the  letter. 

Every  dollar  that  has  been  made  by  my  firm  in  the  printing 
i  business  has  been  invested  in  Westchester  county  and  the  city 
:  of  Yonkers,  and  is  paying  taxes  and  mortgage  interest. 

The  forty  thousand  dollars  yearly  wage  roll  goes  out  into 
the  city  and  is  helping  to  build  up  the  city  of  Yonkers  and  the 
\  county  of  Westchester,  and  for  every  dollar  received  in  political 
j  or  semi-political  work  three  dollars  has  been  paid  to  the  Gazette 
I  Press  by  the  general  public,  who  are  seeking  good  printing  and 
are  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

My  efforts  have  been  directed  towards  developing  and  im¬ 
proving  the  business,  which  is  directly  a  benefit  to  the  city  of 
Yonkers. 

Those  who  are  continuously  attacking  the  business  would 
take  away  from  Westchester  county  and  the  city  of  Yonkers  the 
work  which  I  have  brought  to  it  and  give  it  to  the  men  who 
would  do  the  cheapest  work,  which,  necessarily,  means  the 
cheapest  wages  and  the  worst  possible  conditions. 

We  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  city  of  Yonkers  to  give  that 
phase  of  the  matter  some  consideration. 

We  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  union  workmen  of 
this  city  and  county  to  the  effort  being  made  by  Research  Bu¬ 
reau  agents  to  send  Westchester  printing  outside  of  the  county, 

;  without  any  consideration  as  to  the  kind  of  shops  where  the  work 
j  is  produced. 

1  There  has  never  been  a  protest  made  by  any  responsible 
t  body  of  Westchester  taxpayers  against  the  resolution  passed 
'  by  the  board  of  supervisors  years  ago,  which  demands  that  the 
I  work  done  for  Westchester  county  shall  be  done  within  the  limits 
i  of  the  county,  wherever  possible. 

The  present  complaint  comes  not  from  Westchester  citi¬ 
zens,  but  from  paid  agents  of  a  society  which  does  not  publish 
the  names  of  those  who  belong  to  it,  and,  for  that  reason  alone, 
should  have  no  standing.  These  agents  are  paid,  not  to  speak 


favorably  of  the  good  work  they  find,  but  to  find  things  to  cri¬ 
ticise  and  condemn. 

For  years  they  have  overhauled  the  records  and  work  of 
Westchester  county  Republican  officials  in  a  desperate  effort  to 
find  something  dishonest  and  signally  failed. 

They,  on  occasion,  attacked  the  regularly  elected  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  people  in  the  board  of  supervisors  without  effect. 

They  have  backed  men  for  the  office  of  supervisor  in  the 
towns  and  have  had  their  candidates  disastrously  defeated. 

They  do  not  belong  to  the  county  of  Westchester,  as  far  as 
we  know. 

They  are  paid  agents  to  find  something  wrong,  and,  having 
failed  to  find  anything  dishonest  or  criminal,  they  fall  back  upon 
the  old  worn-out  statement  of  extravagance. 

In  the  investigation  of  bills  I  personally  believe  that  those 
which  appeared  to  be  the  highest  prices  to  them  were  selected 
to  investigate  and  criticise. 

As  I  said  before,  I  stood  ready  at  any  time  to  assist  in  such 
investigation  and  was  not  called.  Only  the  evidence  satisfactory 
to  Research  Bureau  agents,  we  are  led  to  believe,  was  presented. 

That  is  not  the  case  with  the  board  of  supervisors,  who  have 
patiently  investigated  and  passed  upon  all  business  that  came 
before  them  and  to  their  credit  it  must  be  said  that  they  gave 
preference  in  making  purchases  for  Westchester  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  manufacturers  who  pay  taxes,  pay  wages,  and  who 
live  within  the  county  and  help  to  develop  and  increase  its  pros¬ 
perity. 

For  the  above  reasons  I  believe  that  the  decision  of  the 
grand  jury  about  printing  prices  is  based  not  on  fact  but  on 
statements  made  by  those  who  could  not  know  or  who  are  try¬ 
ing  to  get  business  for  opposing  concerns. 

DAN  C.  NOLAN. 
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COMMENTS  BY  THE  RESEARCH  BUREAU. 


As  a  result  of  the  presentment  made  by  the  October  grand 
ury,  an  editorial  has  appeared  in  two  Yonkers  papers,  owned 
ind  managed  by  Mr.  Dan  C.  Nolan,  who  publishes  over  his  own 
ignature  the  editorial  referred  to,  parts  of  which  this  Bureau 
eels  called  upon  to  answer. 

The  editorial  as  a  whole  appears  to  be  the  voicing  of  a  loud 
omplaint  from  a  tightly  pinching  shoe.  With  that  general  fea- 
ure  this  Bureau  has  little  to  do,  except  to  extend  its  sympathy 
o  the  party  in  pain. 

Ordinarily  the  Bureau  does  not  concern  itself  with  charges  and 
-iiisrepresentations  made  against  it,  because  the  facts  which  it 
:  |Ublishes  are  verified  before  publication,  and  are  themselves 
jisually  an  answer  to  such  charges.  In  the  present  case,  how- 
yer,  the  attack  is  not  upon  a  report  of  the  Bureau,  and  it  has 
bemed  only  proper  to  make  our  reply. 

i  The  Bureau  will  comment  upon  only  a  few  of  the  salient 
'atements  of  Mr.  Nolan  in  the  expression  of  his  distress,  leaving 
to  the  good  judgment  of  the  public  to  say  what  dependence 
lall  then  be  placed  upon  the  rest. 


Mr.  Nolan’s  Statement. 

I  am  informed  that  the  West- 
lester  County  Research 
ureau  agents  supplied  the  in- 
)rmation  and  furnished  the 
)-called  experts  who  decided 
1  printing. 


Our  Comment. 

Mr.  Nolan’s  information  is 
inaccurate.  A  member  of  the 
Westchester  County  Research 
Bureau’s  staff  was  subpoenaed 
by  the  district  attorney  on  John 
Doe  proceedings  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  grand  jury.  He  was 
asked  questions,  and  answered 
them  to  the  best  of  his  ability 
and  with  absolute  truthfulness, 
according  to  his  oath.  He  was 
only  one  of  the  many  witnesses 
called.  The  Bureau  did  not 
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Mr.  Nolands  Statement. 


Our  Comment. 


furnish  any  experts  to  testif , , 
regarding  printing,  nor  did  an!  / 
one  connected  with  the  R(i 
search  Bureau.  | 

The  grand  jury,  so  far  as 
know,  started  its  own  invest 
gation,  and  selected  its  ow 
witnesses  with,  apparently,  tf 
assistance  of  the  district  atto 
ney.  Its  report  shows  that  lil 
the  Bureau  it  went  to  the  oi 
ginal  official  records  of.  tl 
county  for  information. 


There  was  no  criminal 
charge. 


This  is  correct  so  far  as  tl 
Bureau  knows.  The  grai 
jury  made  a  presentment  n 
an  indictment.  The  Bure: 
certainly  made  no  crimin 
charge.  It  has  published  fac 
and  figures  showing  wasijj 
The  grand  jury  on  an  indepe 
dent  investigation  has  reach 
the  same  conclusion. 


There  has  been  no  charge 
made  that  any  goods  charged 
for  were  not  delivered. 


I  submitted,  at  the  request  of 
the  district  attorney,  informa¬ 
tion  on  several  items  which 
would  leave  no  doubts  in  the 


This  is  true.  But  it  is  t 
fact,  and  was  shown,  that  th(: 
was  no  check  on  deliveries  : 
supplies  for  binding ;  that  t ; 
auditing  committee  had  no  e  • 
dence,  except  the  vendc  5 
word,  that  such  supplies  wJ 
actually  delivered ;  and  tl  t 
there  was  no  inventory  of  si  ■ 
plies  on  hand  for  such  purpo  5 
at  any  time  in  the  possession  f 
county  officials.  While  1 3 
may  not  imply  dishonesty  J 
the  part  of  anyone,  it  is  U 
business  method. 


Evidently  the  informal  r 
submitted  left  no  doubts  in  ^ 
minds  of  the  members  of  * 
grand  jury,  regarding  the  ‘ 
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Mr.  Nolan’s  Statement. 


Our  Comment. 


lind  of  any  fair  man  that  the 
rices  charged  were  reason- 
ble. 


i  Why  then  were  other  items 
pnsidered  by  those  who  could 
bt  possibly  know  the  facts 
urrounding  the  orders,  could 
bt  know  whether  they  were 
ish  work  or  regular,  or  could 
now  very  little  about  the  mat- 
•r? 


There  is  no  monopoly  in 
pod  printing. 

i 

jxhere  is  no  economy  in  cheap 
boks  of  record,  no  matter 
^bat  the  Research  Bureau 
'I’ents  may  say. 


The  Westchester  Research 
Bireau,  whose  agents  appear- 
?  before  the  grand  jury  and 
7ide  the  attack  upon  the  print- 
office,  appear  to  be  a  secret 
^anization. 


; 


reasonableness  of  the  prices. 
But  the  conclusion  reached  by 
that  body  seems  to  have  been 
entirely  different  from  that  of 
Mr.  Nolan. 


The  report  of  the  grand  jury 
seems  to  give  an  extremely 
definite  answer  to  this  inquiry. 
We  believe  the  grand  jury  has 
the  right  and  the  power  to 
investigate  any  transactions  in 
county  printing  it  sees  fit, 
without  consulting  the  printers. 

Mr.  Nolan  has  stated  a  good 
reason  why  the  county  should 
try  competitive  bidding. 

Research  Bureau  agents 
never  said  that  there  was  eco¬ 
nomy  in  cheap  books  of  record. 
But  the  Bureau’s  investiga¬ 
tions  showed  that  for  books 
purchased  from  the  Gazette 
Press  there  were  paid  twice, 
three  times  and  even  six  times 
the  ordinary  prices  for  like 
books.  And  that  did  not  seem 
economy. 

Neither  the  Westchester 
County  Research  Bureau  nor 
its  agents  made  any  attack  on 
any  printing  office.  It  is  not  a 

secret  organization.  Its  board 
of  directors  is  as  follows : 

Name  Residence 

President 

Selden  Bacon  Briarcliff 

Vice-Pres. 

Henry  E.  Gregory  Irvington 
Secretary 

Otho  G.  Cartwright,  New  York 
Treasurer 

Charles  E.  Acker  Ossining 
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Mr.  Nolan's  Statement. 


Our  Comment, 


Their  agent,  or  agents,  warn 
der  through  the  courthouse, 
finding  fault,  trying  to  find 
some  reason  to  prove  to  their 
employers,  whoever  they  are, 
that  they  ought  to  continue  to 
pay  them. 

We  are  informed  that 
V.  Everit  Macy  puts  up  the 
bulk  of  the  money. 


Agents  of  the  Research  Bu¬ 
reau  traveled  with  Mr.  Macy 
during  his  campaign  for  office. 


John  G.  Agar  New  Rochelle 
Dr.  Carroll  Dunham  Irvington*' 
Rev. John  M. Trout  Dobbs  Ferry 
This  table  of  directors,  with 
their  addresses,  has  been  print¬ 
ed  and  circulated  broadly  in 
the  county. 

If  Mr.  Nolan  will  send  us 
any  specification  to  substan¬ 
tiate  this  charge,  the  directors 
of  the  Bureau  will  be  glad  tc 
investigate  it  and  take  any  re 
quired  action. 


Mr.  Nolan's  information  iii 
quite  inaccurate.  There  an 
several  contributors  to  the  Bu 
reau  whose  respective  sub 
scriptions  are  for  the  sam 
amount  as  Mr.  Macy  s.  Th 
funds  of  the  Bureau  are  sup 
plied  by  more  than  one  hur 
dred  citizens  of  estcheste 
county,  most  of  them  large  tas 
payers,  men  of  prominence, 
sponsibility  and  influence  i 
public  affairs. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  have  M 
Nolan  present  his  evidence  ( 
this,  which  is  quite  news  to  u 
Mr.  Macy  seemed  to  get  alor 
pretty  well  on  his  own  merit 


For  years  they  have  dogged 
the  Gazette  Press  and  harped 
upon  the  charges  made  by  that 
office.  Other  printers  have 
charged  equal  prices  or  higher. 
Nothing  has  been  said  about 
that  by  the  Researchers. 


The  Westchester  County  R 
search  Bureau’s  investigatioi 
have  applied  to  all  priiite 
doing  business  with  the  coun 
alike.  A  report  on  printir 
was  prepared  some  montl 
ago,  showing  gross  ove 
charges  pretty  much  all  alor 
the  line.  Unfortunately  tl 
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Mr.  Nolan’s  Statement. 


Our  Comment. 


Last  year  several  candidates, 
ho  were  said  to  have  the 
icking  of  the  same  interests 
lat  support  the  Research 
owd,  ran  for  supervisor  and 
ere  badly  defeated. 


publication  of  this  report  has 
been  delayed,  but  it  will  soon 
be  published  and  will  refute 
Nolan  s  charge  that  we 
have  ^  “dogged  the  Gazette 
Press”  alone.  But  as  the  bills 
of  the  Gazette  Press  repre¬ 
sented  about  $196,000  in  six 
years  out  of  a  total  of  $640,- 
406.32,  they  naturally  received 
more  attention  than  the  bills 
of  a  concern  that  received  only 
$5,000  or  $10,000  in  the  same 
period. 

When  the  report  comes  out 
we  have  reason  to  think  that 
Mr.  Nolan  will  be  satisfied  with 
the  thoroughness  of  the  work. 
If,  however,  he  will  now  supply 
us  with  information  about 
others,  we  shall  be  glad  to  see 
that  any  cases  he  will  mention 
are  thoroughly  investigated, 
if  they  have  not  already  been. 

No  candidates  for  any  public 
office  ever  had  the  backing  of 
the  Research  Bureau.  Nor  do 
we  know  of  a  single  case  where 
the  Bureau’s  supporters  have 
been  unanimous  in  supporting 
any  candidate.  Candidates 
from  all  parties  have  come  to 
the^  Bureau  for  information, 
which  has  been  freely  and  im¬ 
partially  supplied  in  all  in¬ 
instances,  so  far  as  the  Re¬ 
search  Bureau  possessed  such 
information.  Mr.  Nolan  is 
quite  as  welcome  to  the  Bu¬ 
reau’s  information  as  any  other 
citizen. 


The  Research  Bureau  agents  The  Research  Bureau’s  argu- 
4ve  appeared  before  the  Su-  inents  before  the  Board  of  Su- 
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Mr.  Nolands  Statement. 


Our  Comment. 


pervisors  and  made  arguments 
and  had  their  arguments  re¬ 
futed  and  their  statement  dis- 
approved ;  now  they  go  before 
the  grand  jury  and  produce 
their  own  evidence  in  their 
own  way  and  get  a  verdict 
without  the  other  side  being 
heard. 


pervisors  have  not  been  so 
summarily  disposed  of.  Many 
of  their  suggestions  have  been 
adopted  by  the  board. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  Bu-|| 
reau’s  reports  on  the  extrava¬ 
gant  prices  paid  for  the  recordj| 
books  has  caused  the  ptting 
down  of  Mr.  Nolan  s  prices  or 
some  of  his  supplies  to  approxi¬ 
mately  one-third  the  rate  paic 
him  before  the  Bureau’s  re¬ 
ports  were  made,  should  con 
vince  him  that  those  argu 
ments  at  least  have  not  beet 
refuted. 


Time  and  again  agents  of 
New  York  firms  have  visited 
White  Plains  officials  and  said 
they  were  sent  by  agents  of 
the  Research  Bureau  to  get 
work. 


If  such  is  the  case,  it  ha 
been  without  any  knowledg' 
or  authorization  of  the  Re 
search  Bureau.  Once  the  Re 
search  Bureau  sent  a  man  wn 
presented  bids  to  supply  book 
at  approximately  half  the  price 
that  were  being  paid  to  the  Ge 
zette  Press.  This  man  cam 
back  later  and  told  the  Burea 
that  he  had  withdrawn  his  bi( 
because  of  a  threat  that  if  I 
persisted  he  would  lose  wn< 
business  he  already  had  wit 
the  county  departments. 

The  Westchester  Count 
Research  Bureau  has,  ho^^ 
ever,  from  time  to  time,  sho^^ 
to  department  heads  pnc' 
that  it  had  itself  obtained  ( 
printing  and  supplies,  whi( 
prices  were  far  below  tho 
paid  by  the  county.  In  son 

instances  these 
have  been  acted  on  by  tij 
county  officers  and  the  prir 
greatly  reduced  thereby. 
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Mr.  Nolan’s  Statement. 


Our  Comment. 


We  would  like  to  call  the  at- 
,:ention  of  the  union  workmen 
of  this  city  and  county  to  the 
effort  being  made  by  Research 
Bureau  agents  to  send  West¬ 
chester  printing  outside  of  the 
county,  without  any  considera- 
ion  as  to  the  kind  of  shops 
vhere  the  work  is  produced. 

Every  dollar  that  has  been 
nade  by  my  firm  in  the  print- 
ng  business  has  been  invested 
Q  Westchester  county  and  the 
ity  of  Yonkers,  and  is  paying 
axes  and  mortgage  interest. 


For  years  they  have  over- 
auled  the  records  and  work  of 
/ estchester  county  Republi- 
in  officials  in  a  desperate  ef- 
)rt  to  find  something  dis- 
onest  and  signally  failed. 


There  was  no  such  effort 
ever  made  by  the  Research 
Bureau.  The  Bureau’s  effort 
has  been  to  reduce  the  extrava¬ 
gant  prices  paid.  There  are 
other  firms  in  the  county  who 
would  be  glad  to  do  this  work 
for  less  money.  The  grand 
jury  seems  well  satisfied  that  if 
these  outrageous  and  extor¬ 
tionate  prices  continue,  a  just 
alternative  would  be  to  go  out¬ 
side  the  county  without  hesi¬ 
tation. 

As  for  trade  unions,  the  Bu¬ 
reau  has  not  asked  competitive 
prices  from  any  shop  that  does 
not  comply  fully  with  the  la¬ 
bor  law,  and  it  has  specified, 
when  asking  for  bids  from  var¬ 
ious  printers,  that  such  bids 
must  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
compliance  with  the  labor  law 
of  the  state  and  the  require¬ 
ments  of  labor  unions.  Never¬ 
theless,  never  yet  has  the  Bu¬ 
reau  received  a  bid  for  supplies 
that  approximated  the  prices 
paid  to  the  Gazette  Press. 


The  work  of  examining  the 
county  records  has  been  done 
under  the  direction  of  a  board 
made  up  of  men  of  every  shade 
of  political  opinion.  Commen¬ 
dation  has  been  given  as  well 
as  criticism.  Nor  has  any  dis¬ 
tinction  ever  been  drawn  be¬ 
tween  Republicans  and  Demo¬ 
crats. 


They,  on  occasion,  attacked  The  Bureau  has  the  distinct 
e  regularly  elected  represen-  work  of  giving  out  accurate  in- 
tives  of  the  people  in  the  formation  concerning  official 
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Mr.  Nolands  Statement. 


Our  Comment. 


board  of  supervisors  without 
effect. 

They  have  backed  men  for 
the  office  of  supervisor  in  the 
towns  and  have  had  their  can¬ 
didates  disastrously  defeated. 


They  do  not  belong  to  the 
county  of  Westchester,  as  far 
as  we  know. 


The  present  complaint 
comes,  not  from  W^estchester 
citizens,  but  from  paid  agents 
of  a  society  which  does  not 
publish  the  names  of  those 


acts  of  public  officers  within 
the  county.  If  to  disclose  what 
the  public  county  records^show 
constitutes  an  “attack,  the 
Bureau  has  attacked,  but  not 
otherwise. 

The  Bureau  has  never  back¬ 
ed  anyone  for  office.  Its  indi¬ 
vidual  directors  have  as  indi¬ 
vidual  citizens  tried  to  do  theii 
part  in  elections.  They  have 
frequently  differed  ^  amon^ 
themselves  over  candidates  foi 
office,  but  no  one  of  them  hae 
ever  ’differed  from  any  othei 
over  the  duty  to  obtain  anc 
give  out  accurate  informatior 
concerning  any  public  officer 
or  contractor. 


Mr.  Nolan’s  knowledge  o 
the  county  he  loves  so  well  i 
limited.  Mr.  Acker  resides  a 
Ossining;  Mr.  Agar  resides  a 
New  Rochelle;  Mr.  Bacon  re 
sides  in  the  town  of  Moun 
Pleasant;  Dr.  Dunham  reside 
at  Irvington;  Mr,  Trout  re 
sides  at  Dobbs  Ferry.  Th 
field  director  of  the  Bureau,  it 
chief  investigator,  resides  i 
New  York.  He  is  a  public  a( 
countant  and  is  employed  fc 
that  reason. 

The  subscribers  to  the  bi 
reau  are  almost  without  exce] 
tion  citizens  of  V\Tstchest< 
county. 


Again  Mr.  Nolan  is  in  errc 
The  complaint  came  fro 
Westchester  citizens  compo 
ing  the  grand  jury.  There  h 
never  been  any  concealment 


20 


Mr.  Nolan’s  Statement. 


Our  Comment. 


|vho  belong  to  it  and  for  that 
jeason  alone  should  have  no 
Itanding;  and  these  agents 
re  paid,  not  to  speak  favor- 
bly  of  the  good  work  they 
jnd,  but  to  find  things  to  cri- 
icise  and  condemn. 

I  They  are  paid  agents  to  find 
omething  wrong. 


the  supporters  of  the  Bureau. 
The  Bureau’s  own  effort  has 
been  to  secure  accurate  and  re¬ 
liable  information.  Unfair  re¬ 
ports  are  not  accurate  and  re¬ 
liable.  Any  lack  of  fairness  in 
reports,  is  a  thing  which  would 
be  punished  by  instant  dis¬ 
charge  of  any  investigator 
guilty  of  such  unfairness.  In¬ 
accuracy  is,  for  our  work,  al¬ 
most  as  serious  a  fault.  If  Mr. 
Nolan  will  bring  to  our  atten¬ 
tion  any  specific  charge  against 
any  specific  employee  of  either 
inaccuracy  or  unfairness,  it 
will  be  instantly,  fairly  and  ef¬ 
fectively  investigated. 


The  rest  of  the  editorial  appears  to  be  chiefly  advertising 
latter  relating  to  Mr.  Nolan’s  printing  business,  and  so  beyond 
le  scope  of  our  comment. 

We  believe,  however,  that  some  concrete  facts  concerning 
le  activities  of  Mr.  Nolan  in  the  field  of  county  printing,  sta- 
bnery  and  binding  may  shed  some  light  on  Mr.  Nolan’s  article. 

For  the  six  years  1907-1912  the  payments  out  of  the  county 
easury  for  printing,  stationery  and  binding  have  amounted  to 
->40,406.32.  Of  this  sum  $196,000  has  been  paid  to  the  Gazette 
ress.  Naturally  the  bills  of  one  concern  which  received  nearly 
ne-third  of  all  the  money  paid  out  to  some  forty  odd  concerns 
hich  supplied  articles  and  services  of  this  character  to  the 
ounty  must  come  in  for  a  proportionate  share  of  attention  in 
Jiiy  honest  investigation. 

How  much  more  the  Gazette  Press  received  from  the  city 

(  Yonkers  or  other  municipalities,  the  Bureau  has  not  investi- 
pted. 


As  to  Mr.  Nolan’s  complaint  that  the  grand  jury’s  investi- 
^Ition  was  an  ex  parte  one,  that  is  the  nature  of  grand  jury  in¬ 
vestigations.  But  it  is  perhaps  not  improper  to  call  the  attention 
(  the  public  to  the  recent  trial  before  Justice  Martin  J.  Keogh 
‘'d  a  petit  jury  in  November  last  at  White  Plains  of  the  case 
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of  John  B.  Cortright  against  the  Evening  Post  and  Selden  Bacon 
The  action  was  for  an  alleged  libel  in  charging  that  m  several 
specific  instances  there  had  been  gross  waste  of  county  funds  by 
approving  exorbitant  charges  presented  by  the  Gazette  Press. 

^  At  the  time  the  action  was  commenced  the  Gazette  Press 
was  editorially  vociferously  laudatory  of  the  act  of  the  plaintiff 
in  bringing  the  action.  Six  bills  paid  to  the  Gazette  Press  out 
of  the  county  treasury  were  specified  by  the  defendants  in, 
their  answer  to  that  action  as  grossly  extravagant,  as  Mlows- 
Bill  No.  6667  of  1907  for  110  indices,  allowed  at  $8,950,  oi 
$81.45  per  volume.  The  proof  showed  that  these  books  shoulc 
have  been  supplied  at  less  than  $23  a  volume.  The  overc  arg( 

was  thus  over  $6,000. 

Bills  Nos.  6,071,  6,151,  6,349  and  6,535  of  1907,  each  contami  i 
a  claim  for  45  ticklers  for  the  register’s  office,  or  180  ticklers  ii 
all,  at  $36  apiece,  total  $6,480.  The  proofs  showed  that  at  th, 
same  time  books  of  identical  character,  quality  and  binding  bu 
a  little  larger  were  being  purchased  by  mgs  oun  y 
$6  apiece.  The  overcharge  on  the  four  bills  was  thus  about  $5,4a 
In  1912  the  printing  of  the  presidential  ballots  was  awarde 
to  the  Gazette  Press  at  $2,860,  when  the  New  Rochelle  Para 

graph  had  offered  to  supply  them  at  $1,748.50. 

The  plaintiff,  Cortright,  though  suing  for  libel  for  charg 
him  with  having  taken  part  in  this  waste  of  county  money,  an 
urged  on  to  sue  by  Mr.  Nolan,  made  no  attempt,  though  eve 
opportunity  was  offered  him,  to  disprove  the  charge  that  the. 

were  instances  of  gross  waste  of  county  ^“"ds,  a  J 
Keogh  declared  from  the  bench  that  waste  of  public  fun^ds  m  eac 
one  of  these  six  instances  had  been  conclusively  established. 

We  would  be  glad  also  to  have  Mr.  Nolan  give  an  explan 
tion  of  bill  No.  7,528  of  1911,  presented  by  the  Gazette  Pres 
which  contains  a  charge  for  3  typewriter  ribbons  $12,  and  w. 
approved  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  paid.  We  have 
been  able  to  understand  what  explanation  there  cou  ^  e. 

If  Mr  Nolan  desires  further  opportunity  to  explain,  we  sh. 
be  happy  to  furnish  the  numbers  and  amounts  of  many  oth 

interesting  bills.  Over  100  items  on  bills  Z 

plies  to  the  county  by  the  Gazette  Press  m  1911  and  1912  we 
carefully  examined  and  estimates  obtained  of  t  e  proper 
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sonable  charges  for  these  items  at  market  rates.  The  prices 
charged  by  and  paid  to  the  Gazette  Press  for  these  items  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  estimates  so  obtained  by  over  80  per  cent,  on  the 
average. 

Mr.  Nolan  complains  that  he  had  no  opportunity  to  be  heard. 
If  he  really  desires  to  be  heard,  if  the  Gazette  Press  wishes  to 
show  the  justice  and  propriety  of  its  charges,  the  Bureau  will 
gladly  take  part  in  a  full  and  complete  examination  of  the  books 
and  officers  of  the  Gazette  Press;  and,  as  Mr.  Nolan  knows,  he 
can  depend  on  the  accuracy  of  our  report  of  the  facts,  which  will 
be  given  all  necessary  publicity. 

Respectfully, 

WESTCHESTER  COUNTY  RESEARCH  BUREAU, 

By  SELDEN  BACON,  President. 
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